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For all your judaica needs

\““*\'.CHA'BOOKS.CU“AU

eBooks ¢ Judaica «Kipot
e Tzitzit  Taleisim
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Best prices, great service.

WE SHIP AUSTRALIA-WIDE

0438 26 00 55
chaibooks@gmail.com



302 Carlisle Street Balaclava
Israeli Street Food

The brighter way to SaVe on your
water heating & electricity bills!

WE DEAL

DIRECT
WITH THE

TRADE!

Ask us about our
unique staged delivery
& how Chromagen can
provide BIG savings for

your business

! Chromage e

Solar & Energy Solutions

Solar Hot Water | Gas Continuous Flow | Electric Heat Pump | Solar Power Solutions
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.
SOLO

Solo Energy Corporation

are proud supporters of
Beit Chabad

Level 1, 8 Cato Street
Hawthorn East, VIC 3123
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SHENMISSH

825 Glen Huntly Rd, Caulfield South

(03) 9523 0444

Beit Chabad wishes to thank Shemesh Pizza
for the delicious pizza donated weekly for our
Wednesday class. We wish them much success

in all their endeavors. o
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WISHING THE
COMMUNITY A HAPPY,
HEALTHY AND SWEET
NEW YEAR AND WELL

OVER THE FAST.
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Agent of the Year

9 x Suburb Winner | St Kilda East
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Want to show
your support?
Scan the QR!
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Reviews

The best Chabad House I've ever been to!
Aplace that always feels like home, with
warmth and family spirit.

Rabbi Dudu and his family are simply
amazing, and the shluchim, Shneor and

Shalom, are the best in the world!
For Shabbat and holidays - there’s nothing
like Chabad of Melbourne!
Matar Peretz

Absolutely amazing people they drove
all the way to country for us to deliver
menorah they are such lovely and kind
people and they always care about
everyone regardless of religion or
ethnicity.
Jana Bent

Our stay at Beit Chabad was great!
The house is charming and well
kept and conveniently located right
next door to the shul. The house
has linens, etc.... Happy travels!

Avia Bennett Home in Melbourne

Highly recommend for who wants to
feel the Jewish home vibes.
Kind staff, wants to help with
everything.

I had a great time once | arrive and

before leave Aus.
L4 4 4 4 4 4
Roei Pinto

It's a great place!
Very nice people Ju

Doron Goldstein

An amazing Chabad House, with truly special people.
They give their whole heart and soul!
May we learn from them and continue their beautiful path.
You can even stay overnight at the Chabad House - a great solution
for travelers.
Plus, there are always other Israelis around,
Amazing place with good and warm which real.ly.adds to the at.njosphere.
people and big hearts will help you with Definitely worth a visit!
anything you need with no return!

Harel Mashilker
Kim




After finishing the army in 2005, | set off on the
classic post-service trip to Australia. At first, | worked
with an Israeli friend in a hostel near Sydney. The
hostel often connected travelers with local jobs, and
that kept us busy for the first couple of months.

Eventually, | needed to travel down to Melbourne to
renew paperwork for the car | had bought. It was a
long drive from Sydney, and | arrived late on a Friday
evening. Tired from the road, | felt a surprising pang
of longing. Although | wasn’t religious, in my parents’
home we always had Kiddush and a Shabbat meal.
That familiar warmth and holiness was exactly what |
wanted at that moment.

When | reached the Melbourne promenade, | walked
into a hostel nearby. Soon after stepping outside, |
noticed someone who looked Israeli. He looked back
at me with the same recognition, and we began
speaking in Hebrew. | asked if there was a place
nearby where lIsraelis gathered. He smiled and said,
“Go to the Beit Chabad.” He gave me directions, and
off | went.

The moment | entered the Beit Chabad, | found myself
in the middle of the Shabbat meal. | couldn’t have
been happier. Just then, Rabbi Dudu Lider began to
speak. His words were: “We need to notice how
Hashem always pampers us with Divine Providence.”
At that moment, | felt like he was speaking directly to
me.

What struck me most were the eyes of Dudu and his
wife, Sarah. There was something so genuine, so
warm, that | couldn’t shake. | continued traveling
around Australia for a few months, but eventually |
found myself back in Melbourne. | stayed with a group
of Israelis, where conversations about faith and the
meaning of life were frequent. Slowly, my connection
with Beit Chabad deepened until | made a life-
changing decision: | wanted to return to Judaism. |
moved into the Beit Chabad and lived there for about
three months.

The house was alive with energy. Israelis passed
through constantly, yeshivah students came to help,
and together we built an atmosphere of learning, joy,
and discovery. Dudu’s boundless love for every Jew
and his deep connection to the Rebbe left a lasting
impression on me.

From the very beginning, Dudu empowered me. He
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asked me to
help others put
on tefillin, and
before long |
found  myself
guiding fellow travelers

in their first steps of
connection. | studied regularly with friends like
Shalom Dickstein and Zohar David, who had just
come back from India. Even Sarah’s father was there,
and | had the privilege of learning with him as well.

When | returned to Israel, | kept searching. | explored
other Jewish paths, but in the end, | felt that Chabad
— and the Rebbe — were my true home. | went on to
study in the Chabad yeshivot in Tzfat and Rehovot,
under Rabbi Arad.

To this day, whenever Dudu comes to Israel, he
gathers former travelers for a farbrengen. It's amazing
to see, over so many years, how many people have
been touched by the Lider family’s Beit Chabad. My
story is just one among countless others.

Interestingly, my wife also found her way back to
Judaism through a travelers’ Beit Chabad — though
hers was in South America. When she returned to
Israel, she studied in the Alta Women’s Institute in
Tzfat. A few months later, she went to visit her
brother in Australia. By then she was religious, while
he was not. She joined the “Merkos Women” program
with the Kornhauser family and kept a close
connection with Dudu and Sarah. That was in Kislev
2008.

Later that same year, in Elul, we met and got engaged.
We married in Kislev, and Sarah’s parents warmly
invited us to celebrate one of our Sheva Brachot in
their home.

Looking back, | can see how Hashem guided me every
step of the way — just as Rabbi Dudu said that first
Friday night in Melbourne.




The First Mitzvah, Tefilln

After a few more Shabbats, Rabbi Sofer suggested | take on
a mitzvah. | confessed | didn’t know what a mitzvah was. He
explained tefillin and encouraged me to use my own. |
agreed, committing to put them on daily. He compared
consistency in mitzvot to the korban tamid, the daily
sacrifice in the Temple, small yet infinitely powerful because
of its constancy.

A Letter to the Lubavitcher Rebbe

Before another trip abroad, Rabbi Sofer suggested | write to
the Lubavitcher Rebbe for guidance. | bought a 14-karat
gold pen and poured my heart into a letter.

Soon after, remarkable changes began to unfold.
Miracles at the Restaurant

Back at the restaurant, the owner’s wife suddenly confronted
me:

“Jacob, you're a holy man from the Holy Land. Our Jewish
friends told us Jews don’t eat pork. From now on, you'll get
your own meals, chicken and beef, prepared just for you.”

Days later she announced:

“Jacob will no longer work on Saturdays. That’s the Jewish
holy day.”

On Yom Kippur, she even prepared a place for me to fast
and pray.

It was clear, my letter to the Rebbe was working.
Return to Israel, and a Path Forward

Back in Israel, 1 enrolled at Ben Gurion University for
literature and theater. Though hesitant at first, | began
attending Rabbi Sofer’s classes. The depth | encountered
was irresistible. Soon, friends joined

me. Slowly, we all began a journey

back to our faith.

Becoming a Chabad Emissary

Eventually, | asked the Rebbe for a
blessing to become a Chabad
emissary to the kibbutzim, which He
gave. From there, Chabad of the
Kibbutzim was born, today serving
180 kibbutzim and 1,600 families
across Israel.

A few years later, during a major
demonstration against territorial
concessions, | realized Chabad
lacked a flag. | designed one, the
now-famous yellow “Moshiach Flag,”
which today waves across the globe.

s oy
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A Mission for Every Traveler

When | tell my story at Chabad

Houses, | remind backpackers that their journeys are more
than chance. They may think they choose their path freely,
but as King David said, “A man’s steps are directed by G-d.”

Every place on earth, | tell them, has a spark waiting for its
tikkun, a repair. And each traveler is sent, knowingly or not,
to the place where only their soul can bring light.

Even without formal observance, every Jew performs
mitzvot daily, showing kindness, speaking truth, respecting
parents, offering gratitude. Each act sanctifies the space
around them, like a glow spreading into the world.

And when we eat from the land we’re in, our very bodies
become part of that place. Through mitzvot, the land itself
participates in holiness.

This is the hidden mission of Jewish travelers worldwide.
And Chabad is there, in nearly 5,000 centers, to fuel their
journeys with meaning and light.

The Song, “The Secret of the Backpacker”

Recently, after years away from poetry, | wrote again.
Inspired by the passing of a dear friend, Eyal Reis, who once
urged me never to stop writing, | penned “The Secret of the
Backpacker.”

It captures everything I've told you, the mission of travelers,
the sparks they redeem, the role they play in the destiny of
the world. My daughter even composed and performed it. |
dedicated the song to Eyal's memory.

Conclusion

So the next time you unfold a map and plan your journey,
remember - It's not just a trip. It's a mission. A global
mission. And you are the ones carrying it forward.

Yechi HaMelech!
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Childhood and Family

| was born to parents who immigrated from Tunisia to
Kibbutz Ma’ayan Zvi, where | spent my early childhood.
When | was still young, my parents decided to embark on a
mission of their own and moved us to Be’er Sheva. There
they helped build a large community project. Many French
engineers had moved into the area and needed a translator.
My father took on that role, moving between Hebrew and
French with ease.

That’s where | grew up, Be’er Sheva, studying in the local
school system until | was drafted into the army.

The Beginning of Poetry

At 15 or 16, | discovered the works of Hayim Nahman Bialik,
Israel’s national poet. His writing moved me so deeply that |
began writing poetry myself. | kept at it for years, through
my army service and beyond.

By the time | finished the army, | had accumulated hundreds
of poems. | knew it was time to publish a book. But to
publish well would require resources | didn’t yet have. So |
decided to travel abroad, to see the world, work, and save
money to bring my book to life.

Scotland and a First Encounter with Providence

| set out with a group of army friends to England. They told
me, “Head to Scotland. The people there are warmer, the
scenery is inspiring, and it will suit your poetry much more
than buttoned-up England.”

So | went north. On the way, | found myself at a hitchhiking
stop with 15-20 others, desperate to leave. In my heart, |
whispered: “If Someone up there sees me, hears me, help
me get out of here.”

Almost instantly, a thought crossed my mind, “move
forward”. | stepped ahead, and minutes later a sleek,
convertible, sports car pulled up. The driver asked where |
was headed. “Northern Scotland,” | answered. “Hop in,” he
replied. Just like that, | was on my way north. | didn’t yet
know the term “Divine Providence,” but | had just
experienced it for the first time.

Searching for Spirituality

In Scotland | began searching for something deeper. Judaism

A Journey of Poetry, -
- dence and Purpose

. e
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wasn’t even on my radar, | didn’t connect it with spirituality.

| heard about a Baptist church in a town called Pitlochry and
decided to stay there for a while. | debated endlessly with
the young ministers, soon realizing their faith felt shallow
and childish. Eventually the head pastor stepped in. He
looked at me and said:

“Jacob, you are a holy man from the Holy Land. We will
honor you and help you find work and a place to stay.”

A Restaurant Job and an Unexpected Raise

Soon | found myself applying for a job at the Dalagie
Restaurant. While waiting for the owner, his wife served me
tea. Curious, | asked what the pay was. She guessed three to
three and a half pounds an hour, better than the two pounds
elsewhere, so | decided to wait.

When the owner arrived, he explained waiters usually
earned two to two and a half pounds, not three and a half. |
admitted that was what his wife had told me, and that was
why | had stayed. He went out, returned a few minutes
later, flushed, and said:

“‘Normally even our chef only makes five pounds an hour.
But because our closest friends in South Africa are Jewish,
we'll honor you. You'll earn three and a half. Just don’t tell
anyone, your pay will come in an envelope each week.”

And so | stayed.
Back to Israel, and My First Book

After a few months, | returned home with enough savings
to print a book. | carefully selected 60-70 poems, worked
on them intensely, and with the help of a friend’s mother,
who guided me through self-publishing, | released my first
volume of poetry.

A Fateful Meeting with Rabbi Yehezkel Sofer

One day at the printing house, a Rabbi walked in, Rabbi
Yehezkel Sofer, the Chabad Rabbi at Ben Gurion University.
It was the first time in my life | had spoken with a religious
Jew, bearded, wearing black and white.

He asked to see some poems. He invited me to his home for
Shabbat. | planned to stay half an hour, | stayed for five. For
the first time, | saw an observant family up close, warm,
intelligent, and full of depth.
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One Tallit Katan that Changed a Life

By Asaf Itach

In 2009, after a few months in New Zealand, my friends
and | landed in Australia. We didn’t arrive with much, just
a little money, a lot of dreams, and above all, a deep sense
of uncertainty. Very quickly, we kept hearing the same
advice: “Go to the Chabad House, go to Dudu. He’'ll help

»

you.

And so, thank G-d, we found our way to Rabbi Dudu. He
welcomed us with the widest smile and a warmth unlike
anything else. From that moment, a deep and heartfelt
bond was formed. I'm sure we weren’t the only ones who
experienced this unique magic. For quite
some time we lived in Caulfield, and the
connection with Rabbi Dudu and the
community only grew stronger and stronger.

One day, Rabbi Dudu asked me when my
birthday was. | answered: “The 13th of
Shevat.” His eyes lit up: “Parshat Yitro! That’s
exactly the Torah portion of your Bar Mitzvah.
You'll read the Haftorah and bring a bottle of
whisky for a farbrengen.” | agreed with a
smile, but deep down, | didn't believe it
would really happen.

At that time, | was very far from all of this. We were busy
preparing for a huge trance festival - Rainbow Festival.
Five days of music and dancing, expensive tickets, endless
planning. But then | discovered that the festival fell exactly
on Shabbat, the very Shabbat of my birthday. | felt it was
a test from Heaven. | had given my word to Dudu, and |
wasn’t about to break it.

My friends tried to convince me otherwise,
but | stood my ground: | was going to
Chabad. That Shabbat, thank G-d, | came.
On Friday night | brought a bottle, and
from there we went into a farbrengen that
lasted all night. In the morning, | went up
to read the Haftorah. My throat was tight,
my heart was pounding, and Dudu stood
beside me. Somehow, | managed to finish.
Barely.

At the end of the service, Dudu turned to
me: “A birthday deserves a gift - what
would you like?” Without even thinking,
the words slipped out of my mouth: “A
tzitzit.” Even | was surprised, after all, |
wasn’t keeping Shabbat then, so what did
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| have to do with tzitzit? But Dudu didn’t hesitate for a
moment. That very Shabbat, he gave me a pair of tzitzit as
a gift.

Since then, I've never taken them off. The tzitzit protected
me, accompanied me, and became a turning point in my
life. Dudu would often remind me: “Mitzvah is mitzvah,
wrong is wrong - but the tzitzit you never take off.” And
indeed, they became the bridge that led me into a whole
spiritual journey.

When | returned to Israel, | was already keeping Shabbat.
Six months after getting married, my wife
and | set out on shlichut, deeply inspired by
what | had experienced at the Chabad
House in Melbourne: the warmth, the love,
the openness of Rabbi Dudu and Sara, and
the way they opened their home to every
Israeli and every Jew who walked through
the door.

Today, thank G-d, my wife and | run a
Chabad House for youth in the city of
Gedera. The house is bursting with
teenagers, and we have the privilege to be
for them what the Chabad House in Melbourne was for
me, a point of light and connection.

And to this day, whenever | meet Dudu at the Kinus
HaShluchim, | thank him again. Because in the end, one
pair of tzitzit, on one Shabbat, changed the entire course
of my life.




And Qur Hearts Are Still There

We spent nine months at Chabad of Melbourne -
and honestly? It felt just like the Friday night
afterparty at the Chabad House: before you even
realize what’s happening, it's over, and you're left
with a big smile and a longing for just one more
round.

So, what did we actually do there? Good question.
The real answer is - a little bit of everything:

Mornings - we’'d wake up to discover a new traveler
had arrived at the apartments, and within five
minutes it felt like we'd all known each other for
years.

Afternoons - helping Israelis find jobs, guiding
them through the city.

Evenings - classes, pizza nights, parties, or simply
long conversations that stretched late into the
night.

And Shabbat:-- oh, the Shabbatot. Meals filled with
singing, words of Torah, food that felt like it came
straight from a restaurant, and above all - the
unmistakable feeling that there’s no other place
like this in the world.

But the truth is, what made this year so special
wasn’t the programs or the activities - it was the

people. You. The travelers. Whether you stayed for
a week or for months, whether we spoke every day
or only crossed paths briefly, each of you left us
with a memory, a smile, or a story that will stay
with us forever.

And now, as we write these words from afar, the
longing only grows stronger.

We miss Rabbi Dudu and Rebbetzin sara, who
somehow held the entire house together with
endless warmth, joy, and strength. We miss our
“little siblings,” Batya and Tzvi. And most of all - we
miss you, the dear travelers.

So thank you - to all of you. And especially, thank
you to the Lubavitcher Rebbe for giving us the
privilege and the stage to live nine months of true
meaning. Thank you for the experiences, the talks,
the laughter, and the countless small moments we’ll
never forget.

We're already looking forward to seeing you again
- wherever the next stop on the journey may be.

With love and deep longing,
Moshiach NOW!

Sholem and Shneor
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Cowming full cirele

On Rosh Chodesh Elul | received a message from
a past traveler who had been at the Beit Chabad
many years ago, and since then has made a
tremendous change in his life. He sent me this
picture of father and son standing at the entrance
of my brother’s Yeshiva in Beit Shemesh —
together with messages from two other past
travelers whose “grandchildren” are also learning
in my brother’s Yeshiva.

Long live our Master, Teacher, and Rebbe, King
Moshiach, forever and ever.

“Rabbi Dudu, today | can say that I've come full
circle — my son is going to your brother’s Yeshiva
in Beit Shemesh. There’s no greater redemption
than this. Thank you to Hashem, thank you to the
Rebbe, and thank you to you.

Now all that'’s left is for you to remember who |
am. A small hint: my nickname with you was
‘Vealek.”

Proud Supporters of Beit Chabad

The Tatarka Family
Always striving to support our community organisations
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We are an award-winning, family-owned
brokerage with a range of services that include:
Property Owners insurance
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Memories of Tiferet

By Tal and Mordi Ganz

My name is Tal Ganz. In January 2023, as part of a journey
my husband, Mordi, and | took across different countries,
we arrived in Melbourne, Australia. That’s where we first
met the dear Tiferet “Tifi” Lapidot, at the Chabad House.

We had landed earlier that week, and Tifi arrived just
before Shabbat. We already felt a little more settled,
while she was still new in a foreign country, uncertain
and vulnerable.

I'll never forget the moment we first met. It was Friday
evening. We walked into the dining room only minutes
before Rabbi Dudu made Kiddush. We sat wherever
there was space, and by chance, it was right next to Tifi.
Suddenly, she reached out, took my hand, looked me in
the eye with her innocent, genuine, and humorous gaze,
and said:

“Hi, I'm Tiferet. What’s your name? I'm new here, and |
see there are so many boys and hardly any
girls, it’s so nice that you're here!”

That was Tifi, simple, direct, unpretentious. She
acted with pure sincerity, never worrying about

traveled to Tasmania. Later, we reunited for Purim in
Melbourne, a powerful holiday we celebrated together at
the Chabad House and in our shared apartment. We met
again in Queensland, where she always looked out for us,
invited us to stay where she stayed, and calmed me with
her lighthearted optimism. She often joked that we were
her “mom and dad” on this journey and wished she could
keep traveling with us.

We returned to Israel before her. When she wrote to me
that she was back for the holidays and wanted to meet, |
was in the early weeks of pregnancy. It was still a secret,
and | wasn’t feeling well, so | told her | was sick and asked
to postpone. That meeting never happened.

On Simchat Torah, October 7th, while we celebrated with
friends in Susya, tragedy struck. The south was under
deadly attack. Mordi rushed to fight in Kfar Aza, and we
spent days in shock and fear. During those
agonizing days, when Tiferet was still
missing, we didn’t know what to think, until
the worst news reached us.

When our first daughter was born, we

appearances or what was “acceptable.”

To me, she embodied countless admirable
qualities, but one stood out most: her rare
simplicity. In her relationships, she was like a
magician. She knew who she was, walked hand-
in-hand with her true self, and others could feel
her honesty instantly.

| remember our time in Melbourne, when we
were searching desperately for jobs. It was
frustrating, and my confidence wavered,
especially with my English. Tifi shared those
struggles, but while | became passive, she
pushed forward with determination. She found cleaning
jobs and babysitting gigs, and without hesitation, she
offered to share them with me. No calculations, no
keeping score, just pure generosity.

Another time, she had an interview at a school and
insisted | come with her. When | got cold feet, doubting
my English, she immediately dismissed my concerns and
said: “Our English is the same, you can totally do this.”
That was Tifi, big-hearted, selfless, always lifting others
up.

We lived together in Melbourne for about a month before
parting ways, she went to work on a farm, and we

named her Ami Tiferet, inspired by the
Shabbat song Lecha Dodi:

“Hitnaari Mafar Kumi, Livshi Bigdei Tifarteich
Ami - Shake the dust off yourself, arise, don
your glorious garments, my people.”

It felt so fitting for the times we were living
through, and of course, it was in memory of
our beloved Tiferet.

Her faith was inseparable from her essence.
She sought G-d with all her heart and soul,
and it was evident in her words, her manner,
her very being. I'll never forget that first Shabbat, when |
asked how she’d find her way back to her lodging. She
smiled and said she had drawn herself a map before
Shabbat, so she could walk confidently without worry.
We offered to walk her, and she gladly agreed, and that’s
how our friendship began.

Tifi’s loss is immeasurable. In her 23 short years, she left
an eternal mark on the world.

May G-d avenge her blood, and may her soul be bound in
eternal life.

We love and miss her with all our hearts.
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A Request for Tiferet

By Rabbi Dudu Lider

Sometimes, one small message can last
forever.

That’s how it was with Tiferet, of blessed
memory.

Tiferet came to the Chabad House here in
Melbourne, and like many young travelers,
she entered with a quiet smile, glowing
with light. She never asked for much, never
demanded attention, she was simply
herself. Modest, graceful, and genuine, she
touched every heart.

When the terrible
tragedy  struck on
Simchat Torah, October
7th, none of us could

have imagined how
deeply her name,
Tiferet, would be

engraved in our hearts
forever. Only later did
we learn that she was
among those murdered.

| was privileged to be in
Israel shortly after that
devastating day. |
traveled to Harish, to
her parents’ home, to
comfort them. On the
way, | spoke with my
wife, Sara, and together we wondered:
what could we do here at the Chabad
House to truly honor her memory, to
ensure her light would never be
extinguished? We decided that one of the
rooms in our new girls’ apartment would
carry her name.

When | shared this with her parents, | saw
tears well up in their eyes. They asked me
to look through the messages she had sent
me. And there it was, her very first message:

“Do you have a girls’ living space, something
private?”

And that was exactly what we had decided
to establish in her memory, a private living
space for girls. It was as if in her own
innocent and simple way, she had already
left us the request, and
we were merely
privileged to fulfill it.

Her parents
immediately gave me a
special sign, engraved
with the nickname by
which everyone knew
her - Tiffany - to place
in the new apartment.

Because Tiferet never
sought grandeur. She
wanted modesty, a
quiet corner, a small
private room. And just
as in her life, so too in
her memory, she
continues to give
space, warmth, and a

sense of home.

May her soul be bound in the bond of
eternal life, and may she forever remain
with us, the true Tiferet of the Jewish
people.
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By Dudu Lider

On one particular Shabbat, our Beit
Chabad merited to celebrate a beautiful
Bar Mitzvah for a fine young man named
Daniel. The atmosphere was uplifting,
filled with joy and the unity of family,
friends and the community.

As is customary, we distributed the Aliyot
to the Torah. My plan was to honour a
special guest with the concluding Aliyah,
the Shevi’i, which is especially significant,
as it concludes with the words “Chazak,
Chazak, Venitchazek” (“‘Be strong, be
strong, and we will be strengthened”). |
wished to encourage and uplift this guest
through that
blessing, especially
as he had never
been to the Beit
Chabad since
returning to
Australia some time
ago.

When | read the
sixth Aliyah,
however, something remarkable occurred.
Within the portion there appeared a
unique name, one that, to my knowledge,
is mentioned only once in the entire

The story did not end there. The following
morning, | received a very emotional
phone call from this man. With tears in his
voice, he shared that in the very minute
before he was called up, he had silently
turned to Hashem in heartfelt prayer. He
asked that somehow, against all odds, he
might be called for the seventh Aliyah, in
a way that would close a deep personal
circle.

You see, he has three sons. For reasons
beyond his control, he was unable to be
present at their Bar Mitzvahs. This
weighed heavily on him. Standing now in
our shul, at Daniel's
Bar Mitzvah, he cried
out in sincerity to
Hashem, hoping for

the opportunity to
" receive that Aliyah.

- And at that very
moment, Divine
Providence took hold.
The Torah portion
itself “called” his name, and Hashem
arranged that his prayer be answered in
the most direct and touching way.
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this very name.

limmediately felt deeply moved, especially
knowing that this person had also been
through a really tough time recently. |
turned to the person | had intended to
give the Aliyah to and asked his permission
to instead honour this other man. With
kindness and graciousness, heimmediately
agreed. And so, | called up the guest
whose name had just been mentioned in
the Torah to receive the Aliyah.

strengthened. And so were we all.

This beautiful story reminds us how real
and personal Hashgacha Pratit (Divine
Providence) is. When a Jew turns to
Hashem with truth and sincerity, Hashem
listens, and He answers.

Baruch Hashem, it was a Shabbat that
deeply inspired all who were present.




The Bebbe’s Beer

By Dudu Lider

L'chaim!

About 15 years ago, a traveller named Dror
arrived in Melbourne. His nickname - Beer
and Energy. His favourite highlight of the
week was Friday nights at the Chabad
House. Not just the meal, but the “after
party,” sitting around, raising a beer, and
saying L'chaim!

Dror decided to stay and make Melbourne
his home. He started a business, and each
week he asked me to send him a short text
with two things: a little Torah thought, and
a reminder to donate the beers for the
Chabad House after-party on Friday nights.

And so it went, week after week, year after
year, Dror faithfully supplied the Friday
night beers for the travellers. Until recently,
just a few months ago, when my weekly
messages still went out.. but the beer
money stopped coming in. I didn’t want to
push him, so I kept sending the Torah
thought and a gentle reminder as usual.

Then, one Thursday, my phone rang. It was
Dror.

“Listen, Dudu,” he began, “I couldn't sleep
last night. I've been feeling bad that I
haven't donated the beers in such a long
time. I've just been having some business
troubles and didn't feel I could keep it up.
Last night I was tossing in my bed and only
fell asleep in the early morning. Suddenly I
saw the Lubavitcher Rebbe in a dream.”

Now, Dror isn't religious, and he’s not a
Chabadnik. But in the dream, the Rebbe
told him two things:

Don't worry. Your business will come back
and be successful.

Keep bringing the beers for the Friday
night after party at the Chabad House.

When he told me this, I was moved by two
things. First, the Rebbe’s reassurance that
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everything would be fine and I'm certain
his business will recover. Second, that out
of all the Chabad Houses in the world, what
was important enough for the Rebbe to
mention? That in Melbourne, on Friday
night, there should be beer for the Israeli
travellers at the after party!

So... everyone is invited! Come raise a glass
and say L'Chaim with the Rebbe’s beer!

Moshiach Now!
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At the Crossroads: A Letter,
A Birthday, and a Divine Reply

By Rabbi Dudu

It was Motzei Shabbat. | found myself sitting down with
Amir - a friend, a fellow Jew, and a man standing at a
significant crossroads in his life.

For some time now, Amir has been navigating a difficult
tension: living here in Australia while his beloved family
remains in Israel. Alongside that, he’s also been
contemplating a major life change - whether to build,
buy, or move into a new home.

So | offered Amir to do what chassidim do when facing
big decisions: We write to the Rebbe.

Amir agreed and came over to pen his letter. We
randomly placed the letter into a random volume' of the
Rebbe’s Igrot Kodesh (a compilation of the Rebbe’s
letters he had sent to all kinds of people with all kinds of
topics), seeking guidance, clarity, and blessing. The page
we-opened to felt like a direct conversation from the
Rebbe to Amir.

A Letter on a Special Date

The first letter we saw was dated 5 Adar - Amir’s birthday
- is in Adar.

The Rebbe speaks there about the importance of
spreading ‘the wellsprings of Chassidut. This struck a
personal chord, because Amir is in the printing business
- a profession deeply connected with spreading light,
ideas, and inspiration. It felt like a heavenly nod: Your
work matters.

A Change of Place - A Change of Fortune

Next came a-letter addressing the very dilemma Amir
had brought to the Rebbe: moving into a new apartment.

The Rebbe quoted the Talmudic phrase, “mwn - opn mwn
b - a change of place brings a change of fortune.

It was as if the Rebbe was telling Amir directly:

Your next move, quite literally, may bring you new
blessings. Go forward with
confidence.
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A Letter from Rabat
- and a Connection
Across Time

Then came the final letter
- one that brought chills.
It was addressed to the
Rabbi of Rabat, Morocco.

Amir’s face lit up. “That’s
where my father is from,”
he said, eyes wide.

But the connection didn’t stop there. His father had
immigrated to Israel in 1960.And what year was the
Rebbe’s letter from? 1960 - the exact same year.

Here we were, 65 years later, on the other side of the
world, opening a letter from the Rebbe that linked Amir’s
family story, his origins, his heritage - all in perfect divine
harmony.

Hashgacha Pratis in Real Time

There’s a powerful teaching that the words Igrot Kodesh
and Hashgacha Pratis (Divine Providence) share the
exact same numerical value in gematria. Coincidence?
Not in a world guided by G-d.

That night, Amir and | didn't just read letters. We
witnessed Hashgacha Pratis unfold in real time.

A birthday. A business. A decision. A family. A memory
from Morocco. And the Rebbe’s voice - gently, clearly -
guiding the way.

May Amir see revealed blessing in his next steps, and
may all of us take strength in knowing that we are never
alone at the crossroads.

The Rebbe is with us. Hashem is guiding us.

Moshiach Now!




By Rabbi Dudu

It was Thursday, just 24 hours before
the first Seder. | got a phone call from
a young man named Levi, stranded on
a remote farm in the middle of rural
Australia.

He was in a bind.

‘I don’t have matzah,” he
said. “What do | do?”

Levi had spoken to his
uncle, who contacted
Chabad of RARA, the
legendary outreach team
that supports Jewish
souls scattered across
Australia’s farthest
reaches. They had
already sent Levi a Passover package
to the nearest post office.

Sounds simple enough, just pick it up,
right?

Not quite.

The post office was over two hours
away, and heavy flooding had closed
every access road. Levi was stuck. The
matzah was stuck. And the Seder was
almost here,

‘Dudu, you have to help me,” he
pleaded.

“I need that matzah for the Seder.”
The Search for a Solution

| got to work. | started calling everyone
| could think of - people with planes,
locals, contacts across the bush.
Nothing worked.

And then suddenly, | remembered
Rod Salinger.

| gave him a call.

‘I know the area,” he said. “| was there
once. Let me make some calls.”

The next morning, Friday, 7200 AM,
my phone rang. It was Rod.

‘| found a pilot,” he said. “He lives in

that little town where the post office
is. He's willing to help.”

But there was still one problem.

The pilot needed permission to land
on the farm. And the farm owner? She
was not on board.

At first, she was adamantly opposed.
But after explaining what
this meant, that this was
for a Jewish person to
celebrate a 3,330-year-
old tradition, a sacred
connection passed from
generation to generation,
her heart softened. She
agreed.

The plane took off.

Over the Floods, Into
the Farm

Jack, the pilot, filmed a video from
the cockpit. The footage shows
floodwaters stretching in every
direction. It was touch and go.

But he made it.

He landed the plane right there on
the farm.

And he delivered the
package.

Not Just Any Package

Levi had told me earlier
he was expecting just
square machine-made
matzah.

But when he opened the
box, he found much more.

The shliach from Chabad of RARA,

Rabbi Menachem Aron, had gone
above and beyond. Inside were
handmade Shmurah matzah, a

Haggadah, and treats for the Seder. It
was a true Pesach package - generous,
beautiful, and soul-stirring.

A Lesson from the Rebbe

Earlier that week, | had watched a
short video of the Rebbe’s shliach,
Rabbi Weinberg. He recounted how
the Rebbe once instructed him to
ensure that even a single Jew in Dakar,

Africa received Shmurah matzah for
Pesach.

Even one soul matters. Even one
Seder. Even one matzah.

When | first got the call, | had thought,
“Forget it, there’s no way.” But that
video echoed in my mind. It gave me
the push to go beyond what felt
possible.

| reminded myself: When the Rebbe
says something is possible, it is.

Parting Waters

In the coming weeks we will be
celebrating Yetzias Mitzrayim, the
Exodus from Egypt. And the week
after that, Krias Yam Suf, the splitting
of the sea.

But these stories are not just in the
past. They are reminders of the power

within us, the G-dly power to
overcome obstacles, to break
limitations, to defy what looks
impossible.

When we say, “The roads
are closed,”

“‘When we say, ‘It can’t
be done,”

We must remember:
Hashem gives us the
strength to split the sea.

So thank you:

To Chabad of RARA,
To Rod Salinger,

To Jack the pilot,

To everyone who helped make it
happen.

And to Levi, for reminding us what it
means to care so deeply about a
mitzvah, to stop at nothing to do it
right.

This is what freedom looks like. This is
what redemption feels like.

This is Pesach.

Chag Sameach - and Mashiach Now!




“Okay,” I told him, “give me his location and I'll
see what I can do.”

Then he noticed an article in the magazine, it
was a story about an Israeli guy who had been
living in Mount Isa.

“Wait,” Dor said, “I know where that is.. my
friend is there now, working in mining!”

So I told him to send his friend a photo of the
story. The friend, Noam, called back immediately.
It was 6:00 AM and he was on his way to work.
They chatted a bit and then learned the Hayom
Yom and Tanya of the day together. Suddenly
Noam said:

“Oh no - I forgot my food at home!"

That's when I asked,
“Are you a bechor
(firstborn)?”

“Yes,” he said.

“Well, today’s the only
day in the year a
firstborn needs to fast,
but if you hear a
Siyum (the completion
of a section in Talmud)
you can eat as part of
the celebration.”

I told him to hold the line, rang my friend Yisroel
Neparstak in Yeshiva, and asked if there was a
Siyum happening. He said, “Yes! Just wait two
minutes, Yisroel Paltiel is about to start.” So
Noam heard the Siyum live over the phone.
And here's the incredible part: Yisroel Paltiel
was making a Siyum on Masechet Sanhedrin (a
section of the Talmud), which people around the
world had just completed in the daily Daf Yomi
cycle, the day before.

The final page of Masechet Sanhedrin discusses
how when a Tzadik is born, rest and blessing
come into the world. The Maharsha (a classic

commentator
on the Talmud) explains that just as it was said
about Noach when he was born, “He will comfort
us”, so too the name of Moshiach is Menachem
- meaning “comfort” - and the final comfort will
come when Moshiach arrives.
Think about that: on 11 Nissan, the Rebbe's
birthday, a day marking the birth of a Tzadik
who brings blessing to the world, a Siyum on
that very topic was made
by people around the

World. And the very

next day the same

Siyum was heard over

the phone by a firstborn

Jew in Mount Isa, all

because his friend Dor

put on Tefillin the day
before.

And the punchline?
Noam told me: “You
should know, the reason Dor came to put on
Tefillin yesterday was because I pushed him to
204
So Noam inspired Dor to put on Tefillin on the
Rebbe's birthday. That led to a Siyum in Mount
Isa, and eventually to arranging Matzah delivery
to a place ten hours from Townsville, the nearest
big city. (A big Yasher Koach to Menachem
Aron and RARA for arranging that).

That's how you see Hashem's hand in everything,
weaving people, places, and mitzvot together in
ways we could never plan or foresee.
Moshiach Now!
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A Chain of Divine Connectlions

From Tefillin to Matzah in Mount Isa
By Dudu Lider

On the morning of 11 Nissan, the Rebbe's birthday,
I was in Yeshiva learning when, at around 6:15
AM, I got a message from an Israeli backpacker
named Dor.

Dor had only visited the Beit Chabad once before,
months earlier. I had been taught by our coach,
Joel Gerschman, that if someone asks me to help
them find work, they should first meet me in
person. This way I could develop a personal
connection and get to know him and his needs
better. Dor had come for that reason only - to get
onto my job broadcast list. We'd gone for a short
10-minute walk together, and that was it. No

Shabbat meal, no programs, nothing since!
But now, out of the blue, Dor was messaging:

“T want to put on Tefillin. Can I come?”

Of course, I told him yes. I was in

Yeshiva, so I sent him the address.
When he came, I asked what had moved
him to reach out. He said, “I don't
know...
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I just felt like I wanted to put on Tefillin after a
long time. A friend of mine told me I should.”

I told him it was the Rebbe's birthday that day, 11
Nissan, and we put on Tefillin together. We then
learned the Hayom Yom (a book of daily thoughts
and lessons written by the Rebbe) and the daily
Tanya. He was very inspired. Then my friend
Leibush Moshe Goldhirsch walked in. We have an
arrangement with him that if someone commits
to putting on Tefillin every day for at least a year,
Leibush will sponsor a pair for them to own. Over
the years we've made around 100 such deals. I
presented this offer to Dor and he eagerly agreed.
The next morning, Dor messaged again. His
Tefillin weren't ready yet, but he wanted to come
back and put on mine. He came to the Beit Chabad
and we wrapped Tefillin. While waiting there I
handed him our latest magazine to browse
through.

As he flipped through, Dor said, “I have a friend
in Queensland who needs Matzot for Pesach.”



Letter from The Rebbe

By the Grace of G-d

25th of Elul, 5719 [1959]

Brooklyn, N.Y.

To my Brethren, Sons and Daughters of our People
Wherever you are

- G-d be gracious unto you --

Sincere Greetings and Blessing:

These days at the end of the outgoing year, and on the
eve of the new year, may it bring blessings to us all,
call for self evaluation in respect of the year about to
end, and - in the light of this self-appraisal - for making
the necessary resolutions for the coming year.

Such a “balance sheet” can be valid only if the
evaluation of the full extent of one's powers and
opportunities was a correct one. Only then can one truly
regret, in a commeasurable degree, the missed
opportunities, and resolve to utilize one's capacities to
the fullest extent from now on.

The period of time before and during Rosh Hashanah is
not only the occasion which demands spiritual stock-
taking in general, but it also begs for a profound inner
appreciation of the tremendous capacities which one
possesses, as a man - the crown of Creation, and as a
Jew whom the Creator has given His Divine Law of Life
(Toras Chayyim). For Rosh Hashanah is the day when
Man was created.

* k%

When Adam was created, the Creator immediately
apprised him of his powers and told him what his
purpose in life would be: “Replenish the earth, and
conquer it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea,
and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing
that moveth upon the earth.” (Gen. 1:28).

Man was given the power to conquer the whole world
and to rule over it, on land, sea and in the air, and he
was enjoined so to do; this was his task.

How was this “world conquest” to be attained, and what
is the purpose and true meaning of it? This is what our
Sages tell us and teach us in this regard: When G-d
created Adam, his soul - his Divine image permeated
and irradiated his whole being, by virtue of which he
became the ruler over the entire Creation. All the
creatures gathered to serve him and to crown him as
their creator. But Adam, pointing out their error, said to

them: “Let us all come
and worship G-d, our
Maker!”

* % %

The “world conquest” which was given to man as his
task and mission in life, is to elevate the whole of
Nature, including the beasts and animals, to the service
of true humanity, humanity permeated and illuminated
by the Divine Image, by the soul which is veritably a
part of G-d above, so that the whole of Creation will
realize that G-d is our Maker.

Needless to say, before a man sets out to conquer the
world, he must first conquer himself, through the
subjugation of the “earthly” and “beastly” in his own
nature. This is attained through actions which strictly
accord with the directives of the Torah, the Law of Life
- the practical guide in every-day living, so that the
material becomes permeated and illuminated with the
light of the One G-d, our G-d.

G-d created one man and on this single person on earth
He imposed the said duty and task. Herein lies the
profound, yet clear, directive, namely, that one man -
each and every man is potentially capable of
“conquering the world".

If a person does not fulfill his task, and does not utilize
his inestimable divine powers - it is not merely a
personal loss and failure, but something that affects the
destiny of the whole world.

* % %

In these days of introspection, we are duty-bound to
reflect that each and every one of us - through carrying
out the instructions of the Creator of the World which
are contained in His Torah - has the capacity of
conquering worlds. Everyone must therefore ask
himself, How much has he accomplished in this
direction, and to what extent has he failed, so that he
can make the proper resolutions for the coming year.

G-d, Who looks into the heart, on seeing the
determination behind these good resolutions, will send
His blessing for their realization in the fullest measure
- in joy and gladness of heart and affluence, materially
and spiritually.

With the blessing of Kesivo Vachasimo Toivo for a
happy and sweet year,

signed: Menachem Schneerson
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One of the special moments at the Chabad House on
a Friday night is when a traveler comes up before
the meal and says:

“I have a story from my trip that I just have to
share.”

A good story does more than entertain. It breaks the
ice, opens hearts, and connects people who in
everyday life might never have crossed paths.

Not long ago, this happened with a traveler named
Matar, a former soldier in the IDF's K9 Unit. To
everyone's surprise, he asked to share his story. He
described visiting a cave in Australia filled with
glowing worms. The deeper and darker the cave
became, the more brightly the worms shone.

When he stepped out, a new group was about to
enter and asked him:

“So, how is it inside?”

Without thinking, he answered: “The darker it gets,
the brighter the light shines.”

He was talking about the worms. But very quickly
we all realized, he was also talking about life.

The message was sharp and simple: sometimes it is
precisely in dark and difficult moments that our
inner strength, our true light, is revealed. As the
Navy saying goes: “When the waves grow stronger,
the strong are revealed.”

But then another traveler, Adi, asked:

“Wait, so what, does there have to be darkness in
order for there to be light? Or can we discover the
light even without the darkness?”

That question opened a fascinating discussion.

One said: “Without bad, you can't really appreciate
good.”

Another argued: “Those who haven't been through
hardships can't truly value success.”

And a third disagreed: “It's possible to find light
without having to hit rock bottom.”
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At that point they turned to me to share my
perspective. I told them the Rebbe'’s teaching:

The Jewish people are like an olive, only when
pressed does the oil emerge. Throughout history,
enemies and decrees forced us to reveal our inner
light. Pharaoh, Haman, Hitler, or Sinwar, all tried to
crush us, and from that came forth the pure “olive
oil"” of faith and Jewish resilience.

But our generation’s mission is different: not to wait
for outside pressure, but to reveal the light ourselves.
How do we do that?

By contemplating our true identity - a Divine spark,
a part of the Infinite. And when a person doesn't
settle for simply knowing this, but instead “presses”
himself, pushing deeper to uncover more and more
of his inner strength, he releases his oil, his pure
light.

The Rebbe said on the 28th of Nissan: “I have done
my part, now it's up to you."

Not because he left us, but because he gave us the
greatest gift, the responsibility to take initiative and
discover the power within ourselves.

We live in a generation where a small light can
spread across the entire world in seconds. If a short
video online can reach millions - how much more
so can a good word, an act of kindness, or a moment
of truth illuminate the world.

So perhaps the real question isn't whether we need
darkness to reveal the light, but whether we are
ready to ignite it right now. Not out of struggle or
crisis, but out of a choice for goodness, kindness,
and compassion.

And when we do, we will discover that the inner
light within each of us, together, will illuminate the
entire world, leading to the ultimate and complete
Redemption.
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